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The Chair Speaks 
Dear Colleagues, 

July 2012: ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

ς Winter in South America, in Australia, in Southern 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΧ - , some of us on holidays ς Summer in the 

North. At IFLA, we are heading for the big August 

conferences ς άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŀǎǘǎέ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ 

prepared for those, lucky this year, who will attend 

and for those who will not, but will (we hope!) read 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΧ 

It is Finland this year. Two years ago, Ulla Pötsönen 

joined our Committee and invited us to organise a 

conference in her town, Joensuu, north-east of 

Helsinki near the Russian border. And it is just around 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

conference is built, together with Joensuu Regional 

Library and the Finnish Library Association. Colleagues 

from fifteen countries in all continents will share their 

ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

libraries, in nineteen papers that you can already read 

online.  

Then Helsinki : three sessions! Children and young 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ LC[! ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ 

Surprising Library!  will be off-site at Sello library in 

Espoo city, and organised jointly with Public libraries 

and School libraries; papers ςfrom Finland, Québec, 

Congo, US, Denmark and Germany are online. 

The two other sessions are very special, in that they 

relate to programmes our IFLA section offers for all 

librarians to participate.  

 

One deals with something we must never lose sight of, 

even if we are so busy with new technologies, budget 

ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǿƻǊƪΥ ǊŜŀŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ 

and choose the best ones for our readers. Of course 

ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ άōŜǎǘέ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ 

but one thing it surely means is very good books from 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΧ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ YŀȊǳƪƻ 

 

¸ƻŘŀΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ on the 

ǘƻǇ мл ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ 

countries, we launched άThe World through Picture 

Booksέ project.  Librarians from more than 20 

countries have already made their choice (their 

annotated lists will soon be online), and their 

selected titles will be exhibited in Joensuu and 

Helsinki, before going to Japan ς another set will be 

available for any library wanting to exhibit them. The 

session in Helsinki will be a celebration of picture 

books, describing this ongoing project, suggesting 

library programmes to develop using the lists and 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ς without 

forgetting the question of e-picture books. 

The other session will update on Sister Libraries, 

present the programme evaluation and highlight 

{ƛǎǘŜǊ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ Υ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 

projects involving young readers, but also book 

ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎΩ άǊŜŀƭέ όƴƻǘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭΗύ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ {ƛǎǘŜǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΧ 

129 libraries have registered now and if more and 

more pairings have been concluded, many libraries 

ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ {ƛǎǘŜǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘe to contact 

any of our Standing Committee members if you wish 

to participate! Or for any other question you might 

have. 

 

With best wishes for the second half of the year,  
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This is òa piece worth losing everything foró that 

led to her making a decision that might also 

change the course of history.  This is much like 

The Giver by Lois Lowry where the citizens are 

only given the information  that the 

òcommunityó (its leaders) feels they can 

han dle.  Another book Delirium  by Lauren 

Oliver tells of how information has been 

distorted so that the citizens believe that love 

(the most important human emotion) is a 

disease and when one turns18 years old, a 

procedure will eradicate that totally ðto live  

oneõs life like an emotionless shell.  Of course, 

as with all good stories, the tension is created 

with characters finding out that what they 

knew was either limited or a total sham and so 

the story begins.  This is the power of 

information and how we as librarians have 

such an important influence over how society 

is shaped - how people think.  

In this issue, there is an article on an exhibition  

by Richmond Public Library in the US.  It is 

about the childrenõs books that inspired and 

influenced the promin ent people in their 

community.  Many articles also look at how 

libraries have been using various means to get 

children and teens into the library and hooked 

on reading.  Like the òThe Man in the Moonó 

programme where the library gets fathers to 

be the main  influencers ( I especially featured 

the full lengthy content as the examples are so 

useful!).    

 

So like Dylan Thom asõ poem, let me 

encourage you for  even as the road ahead 

are paths we are unfamiliar with, our ever 

tenacious nature will continue  to driv e us to do 

our best for the future of the children.   

 

Time passes very quickly and we are heading 

towards the next IFLA Congress.  As the section 

gears up for our Satellite Conference in Joensuu 

and the various track sessions at the main 

Congress, we bring you library news from around  

the world through this traditional, but still very 

relevant, communication tool ð the newsletter.  

 

Thomas Frey, the futurist speaker,  in his blog 

post* mentions the 17 forms of information 

replacing books.  The pertinent point is that 

online readership f or newspapers is on the  rise, 

attracting more than 113 million readers in 

January 2012, Frey predicts that the physical 

newspaper will soon be a thing of the past.  

However, he does say that libraries will, as 

always, adapt to the changing environment 

staying true to its role ð the holder of the key to 

information.  As such, whatever òcontaineró the 

information is transmitted in, the information is 

required.  That brings me back to this newsletter, 

which I liken to newspapers.  I am heartened by 

the fact t hat though it is presented like a 

hardcopy, it is read by many online and spread 

via digital means.  Hence,  thanks go to the 

many contributors of articles to this newsletter, 

and the readers that make this all necessary 

and worthwhile.   

While on the topi c of the future, reading some 

young adult dystopian fiction, one common 

theme came up.  It is how the ruling government 

was at that point placing restrictions to the 

access of information in those societies.  Ally 

Condieõs Matched  had citizens exposed only  to 

the best  100 paintings, stories, songs and poems 

etc.  as determined by the òsocietyó(the 

government) ð the rest were gone forever.  With 

the highly controlled information, all citizens 

lived with the notion that every decision by the 

òsocietyó was for the best. Not until the 

protagonist, teenage Cassia, received a hidden 

piece of poetry by Dylan Thomas:  

 

òDo not go gentle into that good night, 

Old age should burn and rave at close of day;  

Rage, rage, against the dying of the light.ó 
 

   Editorôs Note 
 

Ian Yap 
Singapore 
Information Coordinator 
IFLA Section: CHILD 
Ian_yap@nlb.gov.sg 

 

 

  

 

*Reference:  Frey, T (2 Mar 2012). Future Libraries and 17 Forms of Information Replacing Books. In FuturistSpeaker. 

com.Retrieved Jun 4, 2012, from http://www.futuristspeaker.com/2012/03/future-libraries-and-the-17-forms-of-

information-replacing-books/ 



 

 Municipal Public Library in Wroclaw - ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ϦYƛŘΩǎ 

Library" in the Branch No. 1 - Safari Library. 
 

Municipal Public Library in Wroclaw - classes within the  

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ϦYƛŘΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅϦ ƛƴ .ǊŀƴŎƘ bƻΦ м - Safari Library. 

 THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AS A PLACE FOR THE FAMILY  

IN POLAND 

By Agata Walczak-Niewiadomsk a 

 The public libraries in Poland have been a strong 

network of institutions serving children, youth and 

adults for decades, being at the same time the 

ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ άŎƭƻǎŜǎǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

main aim of activity was always lending books and 

all other kinds of reading promotion activities 

(storytelling, book clubs etc.). Libraries in the last 

20 years have undergone transformation together 

with the rest of the country, improving and adding 

programmes for example information services for 

the citizens. Despite all efforts undertaken by 

Polish librarians, the institutions (with some 

exceptions) still have not implemented some 

models of library work, which are commonly 

fulfilled in the United States and Western European 

countries, mostly because of financial and 

organizational conditions. This applies particularly 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ 

library activities and services aimed at young 

children, youth, parents and grandparents. 

 

Family literacy is understood as the mutual 

support of family members in improving their 

skills in reading, as well as experiencing the joy 

that reading and storytelling brings. You can talk 

about family reading education when it involves 

at least two generations. Such programmes 

usually have three elements: 

 

1. child's education (including the skills on 

the stimulation of learning) 

2. ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ education  

3. guidance for adults to use methods for 
encouraging their children or young 
family members to familiarize themselves 
with books.  

 

In addition, there is "intergenerational family 

literacy", which refers to the efforts of adults  
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from second and third generations in the family 

(parents and grandparents) undertaken to help 

other family members with reading and writing. A 

good example of libraries for which services in 

improving the readership of the family is of major 

importance, is the American network "Family Place 

Libraries".  

Although the idea of family activities at the library 

is not completely unknown in Poland, publications 

featuring any such areas are few. And if featured, 

much of the literature referred truly to only to  

 few activities that take 

place in public libraries 

and some scientific 

texts on the role of 

family in the literary 

initiation of a child. A 

reading program on a 

national scale working 

with the concept of 

family literacy is "All of 

Poland Reads to Kids", 

which was launched in 

2001. Its main goal is to 

educate parents on the 

importance of daily reading of at least 20 minutes 

for the child's intellectual development from birth.  

A broad-based media campaign (supported by 

well-known actors and artists) drew citizensΩ 

attention to the role of books ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 

the joy of shared reading. The research conducted 

at the University of Lodz in 2011 (Libraries for 

children in Poland - their adaptation to 

international standards in librarianship) was 

designed inter alia to determine the state of Polish 

libraries in providing services for parents together 

with children. The results showed that institutions 

recognize the need to organize such activities, but 

more significantly, do not always know how to 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

know how to convince parents themselves to the 

necessity of participation in programmes with the 

children in the library. Institutions usually take care 

of the events themselves, inventing ways to  

 

 

promote their services and attract parents by 

encouraging them to visit the library with their 

children. In Poland with few exceptions, there 

are no projects implemented by the library 

where the guiding objective is the parent and 

child reading together. Services for children aged 

0-3 years are in the early stages of development 

and sometimes are not even perceived as a 

necessary and desirable aspect from the 

standpoint of adult readers. Courses for children 

above the age of 3 years generally include 

activities that nurture interest in books and 

 reading, but without the 

close presence of their 

parents. However, it 

should be emphasized 

that Polish libraries for 

children, according to 

the decades-long 

tradition, perform a wide 

range of activities for 

children of 3 years old 

and above.  

 

Among the institutions 

leading the forefront in 

the field of family literacy in the library is the 

Municipal Public Library in Wroclaw and its 

branches. It is the first in Poland to develop a 

program based on the ideals of the British 

programme Bookstart, which provides materials 

and books for parents and their children in the 

first year of life under the name "A Good Start". 

It was made possible through funding from the 

Ministry of Culture and National Heritage. 

Wroclaw Public Libraries offer a number of 

meetings and entertainment activities for family 

leisure. Municipal Public Library in Olsztyn, in 

particular Branch No. 10 - "Alphabet", is widely 

known for its rich repertoire of activities for the 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ CƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ aƻƳΩǎ /ƭǳōΣ YƛŘΩǎ 

Fairy Library, meetings with specialists have 

been  organized there. The main library in 

Olsztyn is also the organizer of Poland's first 

training program for librarians in the framework  

Municipal Public Library in Olsztyn - classes with a 

speech therapist in Branch No. 10 - "ABC". 
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of services for children aged 0-3 years called Active 

Librarian Laboratory (LAB ς Laboratorium 

Aktywnego Bibliotekarza), which was conducted in 

2011. Naturally, there are many other institutions 

working very actively in the field of family literacy, 

often in smaller towns and villages. Among the 

most common services offered by the libraries for 

parents and their children are: shared reading, 

meetings for families, frequently with a chosen 

theme, meetings with professionals (doctors, 

psychologists and teachers), competitions, 

exhibitions, movement and artistic games and 

theatre performances. 

 

In summary, Polish public libraries have great 

potential in the delivery of family literacy 

programs. More and more space is tailored to the 

needs of younger readers. Thanks to the 

commitment and enthusiasm of librarians, projects 

involving local community needs are created. 

Despite the lack of consistent and specific  

 

nationwide guidance, centers are trying to come 

out with proposals. Libraries are increasingly 

using the financial and training support received 

by the governmental/non-governmental 

organizations to carry out good programmes. 

These programmes, wherever they are 

implemented, gain recognition and are an 

important part of library activities. Development 

of a national strategy to improve services for 

specific user groups (families), creating specially 

designed training courses and workshops, as well 

as the expansion of relevant supporting 

guidelines in Polish, will successfully help to 

promote family literacy in our country.   

 

Join the CHILD-YA Mailing List! 
 

Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section Mailing List.  
The purpose of this list is to support the work of the Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section.  

We aim to promote international cooperation in the fields of library services to children and  
young adults, and to encourage the exchange of experience, education and  

training and research in all aspects of this subject. 

Webpage: http://infos erv.inist.fr/wwsympa.fcgi/info/child-ya 

* The goals of the CHILD-YA mailing list 
 
Å to aid in the distribution of reading and library related information and publications;  
Å to facilitate sharing of information on matters of international interest to ChildrenΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 
!ŘǳƭǘǎΩ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎƘƛǇΤ  

Å to promote the continuing education of library personnel;  
Å to develop, maintain and promote guidelines for library services.  

We encourage individuals and organizations to join in a world-wide dialogue to guide and promote 
librarianship and library development.  
 
* To subscribe to the list  
Step 1: Go to http://infoserv.inist.fr/wwsympa.fcgi/info/child-ya and Click <<Subscribe>> 
Step 2: Key in your Email Address then Click <<Submit>> 
Step 3: Key in your Password then Click <<Subscribe>> 
 

You will receive an email to let you know that you have successfully subscribed to be part of the mailing 

list and further instructions on how to use it. 
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Like many university libraries, all three levels of the 
William H. Hannon Library are silent. The students are 
busy at computers or searching reference books. But 
three mornings a week the silence is broken by young, 
ǾŜǊȅ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ŎƘŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ȅŜǘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ 
sight ς 20 preschoolers with books tucked under their 
arm skip into the library.  Standing on tiptoe they drop 
their books in the book return and continue down the 
ƘŀƭƭǿŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƭƭǿŀȅΤ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ 
leads to the story time room. 
 
Almost daily one of the preschool classes from the 
university -ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘǊŜƪ ŀŎross 
campus to the Hannon Library for a 30 minute story 
ǘƛƳŜΦ  Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмм ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ сллл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
books to a new, special collection, and when I arrived 
two months later I initiated weekly story time sessions 
with the children ages 3 years and up. Director Ani 
Shabazian , professor of Early Childhood Education, 
fully supports the library visits and encourages her staff 
to make the long walk to the other end of the campus 
for story time. Each week three teachers, Liliana Pérez, 
Grizel López and Karina Díaz, and their assistants lead 
20 preschoolers to the library. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
literacy program. I had several years as an elementary 
school librarian before being laid off from a local school 
district. It was a natural extension for me to outreach 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ 
at LMU. 
My story time sessions are interactive as I believe we 
all learn the importance and thrill of reading by 
listening, participating, and responding. I also believe 
props and manipulatives are fun essentials that add 
sparkle to a story. Fortunately, I have an extensive 
treasure box of props collected over the years working 
as a school librarian.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
I choose a weekly theme and combine a fiction and 
non-fiction book. One recent springtime theme - bugs. 

I began with the silly, repetitive book by Johnette 
Downing There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Some 
Bugs ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴΣ άL 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ ŦƭȅΥ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ 
ŎǊȅΦέ L ǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 
informative book about insects ς Bugs! Bugs! Bugs! by 
Jennifer Dussling.  Each child also received a plastic 
insect or arachnid (spider) to inspect. They carefully 
examined the object counting legs and body parts as 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ŀ ōǳƎΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
preschoolers pointed at legs and counted them, not 
always correctly. Each child proudly shows off the bug 
to their classmates telling the name and if they saw 
one in their home or garden. We also learned whose 
homes had been invaded by ants! Or worse! 
 
Predicting that some youngsters might want to keep 
their toy bug I made a game of returning it by creating 
a parade of bugs. Each child was then eager to add the 
bug to the parade.  ¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƛƴƎ-along time. We sang a 
counting song and used teddy bear counters to add 
and subtract. The preschoolers practiced counting, and 
fine motor skills as they lined up and rearranged the 
teddies. We concluded with recognizing the birthdays 
of those being celebrated that week. The children then 
explored the shelves to browse books. They each 
selected one to checkout and take back to their 
classroom.   

 
άL ƭƻǾŜ ōƻƻƪǎΣέ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΦ ά{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜȄǘ 
ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
tell me that the youngsters eagerly anticipate story 
time each week and that it brightens their day. It 
brightens mine, too! 
 

 

Silvia Gutiérrez 
California, US 
 Education Librarian 
William H. Hannon Library,  
Loyola Marymount University 
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Loyola Marymount 

University, Los Angeles,  

California ,  United States  

By Silvia Gutiérrez 

 



 Best Practices from The Youth Library PUNKTmedis,   

 Stockholm Public Library, Sweden 

 

 ñWe canôt change the world for teenagers, but we can   

 provide the tools so they can do it themselves...ò 

 

PUNKTmedis is a meeting-place for the teens of 

Stockholm since 2005. The target group, 13-19 

year olds, has been an important part in the 

process of forming the youth library together 

with the staff. It takes time to create a 

productive collaboration, but we know how 

important it is to involve teenagers, not only at 

the start when we created the Youth library, but 

also in the long run. 

 

Our collection of media is now approximately 10 

000 items and the circulation rate is very high 

compared with other libraries in Stockholm. Not 

surprisingly our most popular books are in the 

genres of Fantasy, Urban Fantasy, Horror, 

 

Science Fiction, Fiction (especially in English) and 

Comics or Graphic novels. We buy most of our 

books from suggestions by the teens. We have a 

book where the teens can write down their 

suggestions, and it is very popular and helps us a 

lot, because it is hard work to know what trend is 

coming, so we have good help from our users. 

 

Methods - How to involve teens? 

From August 2007 until June 2008 we employed 

6 teens, from different schools and with different 

interests, to help us develop thŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 

activities. Apart from working with the library 

staff, they also planned and carried out their 

own projects. For the library this provides 
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input and ideas from members of the target 

group, but it also provides these teens with some 

real work experience.  

 

Financial restrictions and the reorganization of 

Stockholm Public Library prevented us from 

employing a new group of library ambassadors. 

Fortunately we found youths among our visitors 

who wanted to start writing-circles and role-

playing groups. Inspired by a trip to Singapore in 

2008 we also educate youths in storytelling and 

they read stories to children each Saturday. 

Hopefully, this will encourage children and 

teenagers to read more. The project has since 

been implemented in several of our branch 

libraries.  The teenagers do not earn much, but 

they appreciate the extra money and the 

experience. Instead of a single visiting author we 

can afford to pay our young leaders for half a 

year. 

The Fast Money Scholarship, is a culture 

scholarship for teens in Stockholm who want to 

create their dream project. The projects can 

include many different activities such as art 

exhibitions, sewing medieval costumes and  

 music concerts.  There are coaches for the 

scholarship in over eighty different meeting points 

for teens around Stockholm ς including 

PUNKTmedis. We coach between 15- 20 teens 

each year and they often use PUNKTmedis as the 

place to show and perform their projects. Every 

year 1,6 million Swedish kronor (around 160000 

Euros) are distributed through the program in 

Stockholm. At PUNKTmedis, we usually get to 

distribute 100 000 Swedish kronor (10 000 Euros) 

of that money, but last year we have been lucky 

enough to get twice that! This year there have 

been some changes in the scholarship - now you 

can apply from 10 years of age up to 25 years - we 

think it will be great! 

 

 

The meeting in the series "French Comics 

Stars". Master class and autograph session of 

the Belarusian-French artist Andrey 

Arinushkin.  

 

Rain & magic music. Open Air - Indian  

Ethnic Music Festival at the mansion of 

the merchant V.D. Nosov (the branch of 

the library).  
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Anne Dehaim (Photo: Left top)  
& 
 Britt-Marie Ingden-Ringselle 
from  
PUNKTmedis 
Stockholm Public Library 
Sweden 
 



Reading and crafting at Madeira Regional Public Library 

 

Today, libraries all around the world act as 

engines that offer children and young adults 

opportunities to build knowledge through discovery 

and invention. The main goal and effort of the 

Madeira Regional Public Library (Portugal) in its 

action towards youngsters, is to promote books 

and the gaining of information and knowledge 

through reading. 

With one area devoted exclusively to children, it 

houses an extensive collection of print and non-

print resources, child-sized furniture and 

computers with appropriate programs. The 

welcoming environment and the colorful materials 

create a cozy hideout for curious children, young 

adventurers and thoughtful parents. 

Whether they want to read on a comfortable chair 

or in a corner in the library, discover a mystery with 

their favourite detective or just enjoy some poetry 

or comics, children feel the excitement of finding 

the treats in the book shelves like pirates with a 

treasure map. 

The computers are mostly used for homework or 

games. Children are challenged to read a small 

book and share it with the librarian, before using 

the web. By reading and telling the stories they are 

enjoying the new acquisitions and also enriching 

their vocabulary and oral expression. 

Our storytelling place is where books come alive! 

Every Saturday at 11:00 am, a book gains new friends 

while being read to children and complemented with 

some easy-to-make craft session. By making cute 

octopi from the bottom of the ocean or princesses 

from the highest tower, a part of the book becomes 

personal to each child in the session. This activity 

started in 2007 and since then regular participants 

have been enjoying it. 

 

 

Governo Regional da Madeira 
Secretaria Regional da Cultura, Turismo e 
Transportes 
Direção Regional dos Assuntos Culturais 
Biblioteca Pública Regional da Madeira 
Portugal 
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The Living Childrenės Book  
 

                                                                                    ax Ihl GÊiadqf 
 

Get body on your library 

A little more than 2 years ago, we employed a 

dancer for ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛƴ ±ŜƧƭŜΦ aŀƴȅ 

people were surprised but it was not so strange. 

Our dancer made the children dance to stories. 

For example, children danced to the fairy-tale 

about the three Billy Goats Gruff with the 

characters like the smallest, the middle-sized and 

the biggest Billy Goats, not forgetting the troll.  

Those children understood and remembered the 

story in a whole better way than those who had 

only been read to. They have embraced the story 

in their body.  Some children learn best by doing 

something physically, rather than by reading or 

hearing about it. It helps to have programmes 

that cater to different learning styles. 

 

The Open Book 

WƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛƴ 

Vejle, they enter a story. Or really many stories. 

The space design uses the contents of the stories, 

so that the children are able to perceive them. 

tƛǇǇƛΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ±ƛƭƭŀ ±ƛƭƭŀƪǳƭƭŀ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ 

standing in the lending department and the 

children can walk into it.  The moment they enter 

the house, the playing begins. One person is Pippi, 

another is Tommy and so on. They become a part 

of the story.  

We have a H. C. Andersen Castle in which they 

can find a lƻǘ ƻŦ IΦ /Φ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴΩǎ ŦŀƛǊȅ-tales. My 

ǿƛǎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

outside the library, but so far we have only got 
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¢ƛƴǘƛƴΩǎ ǊƻŎƪŜǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ Ƙƛǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

children and they go for many flights out in  

space. They use their imagination and become 

inspired to read. 

wƻƴƧŀ ǘƘŜ wƻōōŜǊΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

We also try to make books come alive by 

organising events, which lead the children into 

the world of books. An example is the Ronja the 

wƻōōŜǊΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ 

together with a Historical Workshop and a Nature 

School. It is a three-day course for the youngest 

school children (6-9 years old) who must either 

have read the book by Astrid Lindgren or watched 

the movie. 

 ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ 

where, after 4 hours of work, they make a small 

play on a small part of the book. Before this they 

have been introduced partly to the book, where a 

chapter of the book is read to the children, partly 

to drama through different exercises. Everybody 

gets their costumes, which they bring along for 

the activities of the following days. The course is 

led by 2 librarians, who also respectively are an 

actor and an author. 

 The second day they arrive at a Historical 

Workshop, which is built as an iron-age village. 

Here they are going to live at the Mathis Fortress 

for an entire day. They become robbers through 

warlike games and shooting with bow and arrows, 

through dangerous trips through the woods and 

over the hell gap.  

 

The third and last day the children go into the 

woods with the Nature School. Here they must 

live with Ronja and Birk for an entire day. They 

must get to know the goblins, but also how to 

cook form things from the nature. Vegetable soup 

is made over an open fire, which supplements the 

lunchbox in the finest manner. After three days 

like this the children are fully trained robbers. And 

they have an entirely different relationship with 

Astrid Lindgren and her book wƻƴƧŀ ǘƘŜ wƻōōŜǊΩǎ 

Daughter. 

 

 

 

 

@ 12 

 

Jim HØjberg 
Denmark 
Teamkoordinator ς Børn 
Vejle Bibliotekerne 



We serve with a big heart! 

Case Ilpoinen branch library - youth club and case youth zone Story, 

both  library services for young adults in Turku City Library, Finland 

 

 

The youth department in libraries and youth 
clubs can share many similar characteristics in 
terms of activities.  The premises have often 
been planned in a traditional way.  Combining 
the activities and premises is being tested at 
Ilpoinen branch library of a youth club in 
Turku:  the staff, know-how and work cultures 
of youth club and libraries are at the disposal 
of the young users.  The branch library-youth 
club is evolving into an interesting story. It 
serves emotive young people with big hearts. 
 
¢ƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ 
 
Library services for young people have not 

until now been as important as services for 

children and adults. User-friendliness and 

conceptualization of services for the young 

based on their needs has been the gist of  the 

Youth Zone Story, Turku City Library, since 

2006.  The youths use the library and 

contribute to activities, thus creating a story 

for themselves.  It means that once the story 

gains more depth, the physical premises get  

 

new dimensions: you can even see the library 
as a hobby.  This is the slogan of the youth 
zone of Story.  It gives the activities another 
goal:  the library can provide a lot to a young 
person by being the focus of his/her activities. 
When a young person treats the library 
activities as a hobby, he/she may be a member 
of the library user panel, a head of a literary 
(or other) club, an active citizen  ς  what 
matters moǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ Ŏƻ-
operation with the library staff. There is no 
limit to the options. 
 
You will find fiction, non-fiction and feelings ς 
and all in the same Story! 
 
We have sometimes some quiet and peaceful 

moments in Story: 

Libraries and youth clubs have their own fields 

of operation, but sharing the same premises 

enables them to co-operate easily and 

effectively, organizing events together. The 

service concept is successful also from the 

point of view of the employees.  
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The premises in which the youth club operates 

are first and foremost intended for leisure, where 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ 

under supervision but normally without actual 

guidance. We would like to make it as easy as 

possible for young people to come and go. 

Meeting other people and doing what you really 

want to do is the number one priority of the 

place. 

Does a young person gain something out of this 

arrangement?  It is the role of the Ilpoinen branch 

library to be part of the everyday-life of the 

young, and particularly so when some library- 

oriented activity is called for, e.g. manga- 

workshops, book talk or planning the library 

collection together  

 

with young users. Part of the library collection, i.e. 

youth literature, movies and CDs are at the youth 

ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ 

So, please, step in, you are always welcome! 
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Merja Marjamäki 
Finland  
Service Manager,  
Services for Children and Youth 
in Turku City Library  
 
Ilkka Manninen  
Finland 
Librarian 
Ilpoinen branch library 
 
 
 



 Check out  http://www.ifla.org/en/libraries -for-children -and -ya/projects  

http://sisterlibraries.wordpress.com  
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uThe Heart and Hub of the School t 

by Joanna Snälls 

 

u   W hat can we do to make the library 

the heart of the school?  How can the school 
library become a hub for the development of 
knowledge?  These are current aims at the 
Central school library administration in 
Jönköping. Jönköping is a medium sized 
municipality in southern Sweden. The Central 
school library administration (CSLA) acts as a 
resource center that provides services and 
support to the municipal school libraries.  We 
are eagerly anticipating the autumn of 2012 
as we will be taking several steps forward in 
our project Idea Library 2.0. 

t 

The educational opportunities that are 
available in a well-functioning school library 
are something that interests us at the CSLA. 
Our goal is to develop school libraries to 
become more than just a place to store 
books. We believe that school libraries have a 
large impact on the desires and abilities of 
the students to read and learn.  School 
libraries promote pedagogic development 
concerning ICT.  Living in a world of an 
increasingly great flow of information, the 
school library is a tool for developing the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
knowledge. We perceive the school library to 
be an educational resource for the entire 
school, in all subjects. 

 

 

u 

For years, we have based our work with 
various projects on the above ideas to support 
municipal school libraries.  Sweden adopted a 
new Education Act in 2011. It stipulates that 
every school must have a library. A new 
national curriculum that endorses information 
literacy and reading skills was also invoked 
then. For a long time, the arrangement has 
been that every municipal school has their 
own library. All in all, we have about 50 school 
libraries, presently. The new policy documents 
put a greater emphasis on, as well as interest 
in, school libraries. The same documents give 
us additional support to strive to develop our 
libraries. 

t 

Idea Library 2.0 

Idea Library 2.0 is a project where the 
educational role and revitalization of the 
school library operations is the main focus. 
Schools in the municipality, from pre-school to 
high school, may apply for participation in the 
project. The goal is that participating schools 
will manage the school library, as being a 
natural part of school activities. Our hope is 
that the project continues to widely develop 
school libraries in all schools in the 
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municipality in the coming years of the 
ongoing project. 

t 
 School libraries, their functions and use of 
their functions vary from one school to 
another. Each school will begin the project 
from their current stage of development. 
Reading stimuli and literacy development is 
ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
responsibility, but we also want to 
accentuate the key information skills. 
According to the new curriculum, students 
from grades one and up, are expected to be 
information literate and able to evaluate 
information sources. We think that school 
libraries can be part of the development of 
students' critical thinking abilities. We 
endeavor to show the possibilities that may 
exist with a well-functioning school library. 
Our aim is for all students and teachers, 
regardless of subject matter, to 
comprehend that the school library is an 
important resource. The project is grounded 
on a scientific basis. Additionally, we find 
support for our ideas from scientists like 
Ross Todd, Keith Curry Lance, Carol Gordon, 
Louise Limberg, Anna Lundh and Roger 
Säljö. 

u 

Educators and librarians are perhaps the 

most important corner stone in the school 

 

library development. New ideas must be 
rooted in those who work in the school. In 
order to reach the results of a concrete 
development of each individual school, the 
project begins with training, workshops and 
ǇŜŘŀƎƻƎƛŎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ 
participation is of great importance. 
Without their support, educators and 
librarians have fewer opportunities to make 
changes and innovate. Since each school has 
its starting point based on their own needs, 
schools subprojects vary in their makeup. 
Some schools start with a Science and Social 
Studies teachers group and their ideas 
concerning the school library. Another 
school with no current school library plan 
starts by writing one. The possibilities are 
endless and the freedom for schools to 
decide on how to approach the idea is great. 

u 

At the CSLA, we support schools during the 
process of the subprojects. The support may 
include instruction in the development 
course, and organization and coordination 
of training activities for teachers. We desire 
to work as a sounding board for ideas, as 
well as continuously explore the matter and 
provide information regarding new 
research. Our vision is to see the 
development of many completed projects, 
visible to the entire school.  We endeavor 
for increased goal attainment, producing 
students that are well equipped for the 
world of today and tomorrow. We believe 
that the school library can and should be 

the school's heart and hub! t 

 

 

Joanna Snälls 
Sweden 
Librarian  
Central School Library 
Administration 
Jönköping 
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