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Introduction: How to use this toolkit
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%, AND THE UN2030 AGENDA

Libraries must show that they can drive progress across the entire UN 2030
Agenda. While the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)® which lie at its heart
are universal goals, each country is responsible for developing and implementing
national strategies (National Development Plans) to achieve them, and will be
expected to track and report its own progress toward each target.

As these plans are developed, the library community in each country will have a
clear opportunity to communicate to their government's leaders how libraries serve
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remain online for reference purposes onhitps://www.ifla.org/publications/7409

2 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworldClearly involvement in

other government policy planning also offers opportunities to win recognition and support for

libraries.

3 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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as cost-effective partners for advancing their development priorities. Advocacy is
essential to secure recognition for the role of libraries as engines of local
development, and to ensure that libraries receive the resources needed to continue
this work.

Take action in your country to make sure libraries have a say as governments
decide how fo implement the SDGs:

1 Participate in national consultations on national development plans
1 Raise awareness about the important role libraries play in development
T Meet with policymakers to advocate for libraries and the UN 2030 Agenda

Purpose of this toolkit

This toolkit is primarily infended to help libraries get involved in national advocacy
activities. It will also be of interest to librarians advocating at the local level, and
organising activities to increase awareness of the UN 2030 Agenda in their own
community.

This toolkit will help you to:

1. Understand the UN 2030 Agenda process, and IFLA’s advocacy;
2. Understand how the UN 2030 Agenda is being implemented at the national

level;

3. Organise meetings with policymakers to demonstrate the contribution
libraries and access to information make to national development, and
across the SDGs;

4. Monitor the UN 2030 Agenda and implementation of the SDGs;

5. Tell library users about the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs.

Thank you, and next steps

As a result of advocacy by IFLA, our members, Lyon Declaration signatories?,
coalition partners in civil society and UN Member States, access to information has
been recognised as a target under Sustainable Development Goal 16: Promote
peacetul and inclusive societies for sustainable development. provide access fo
Justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions af all levels:

Target 16.10: Ensure public access fo information and profect fundamental
freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and international
agreements.”
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Culture (target 11.4) and ICT (targets 5b, 9¢, 17.8) have also been included in the
SDGs.

Half of the world’s population lacks access fo information online. In our
knowledge society, libraries provide access and opportunity for all.’

And, universal literacy is recognised in the vision for the UN 2030 Agenda.
We envision...a world with universal literacy.”

Recognition by the UN is just the first step. The hard work really began when the
SDG:s started to be implemented by governments on 1 January 2016.

Advocacy at the national and regional level is essential to ensuring that
governments recognise and commit o supporting access to information and
libraries as they implement the SDGs.

1. Understanding the UN 2030 Agenda
and IFLA’s advocacy

Background

In September 2015, after more than three years of negotiations and intense
involvement from many stakeholders, including IFLA, the Member States of the
United Nations adopted the post-2015 Development Agenda to succeed the
Millennium Development Goals®, Transforming our world- the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development .

The UN 2030 Agenda is an inclusive, integrated framework of 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) with a total of 169 Targets spanning economic,
environmental and social development. They lay out a plan for all countries to
actively engage in making our world better for its people and the planet.

The UN 2030 Agenda will help all UN Member States focus their attention on
poverty eradication, climate change, and the development of people. By achieving
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this Agenda, no one will be left behind. All countries in the world must achieve the
Goals. The UN 2030 Agenda is a political commitment, which means that
everyone, including libraries and civil society, will have a role in making sure
governments are accountable for implementing the SDGs.

Libraries support many aspects of The UN 2030 Agendd’s vision and the SDGs.
Libraries are key public institutions that have a vital role to play in development at
every level of society.

The UN 2030 Agenda includes:

1. Declaration
1 Vision of the world in 2030
2. Sustainable Development Goals (17 goals, 169 targets)™
T What the world needs to achieve by 2030 - from eradicating poverty

to good education, sustainable cities, peace and justice

3. Means of Implementation
T Who is going to pay, and how much it will cost

4. Follow-up and review — including global indicators'
1 How we know which countries are on track in meeting the Goals

IFLA’s advocacy

Increasing access to information and knowledge across society, assisted by the
availability of information and communications technologies (ICTs), supports
sustainable development and improves people’s lives.

IFLA has been advocating over the past years o ensure that access to information,
ICTs, culture and universal literacy are included as part of the UN 2030 Agenda'?.

These are issues IFLA has always advocated - the SDGs are an important way to
advance access to information and libraries as all governments have agreed to
meeting the SDGs, but IFLA will also continue to advocate and build capacity
through a number of other forums.

For more information, check: www.ifla.org/libraries-development

19 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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Timeline to 2030

The timeline (Figure 1) shows the major milestones that led to adoption of the UN
2030 Agenda in September 2015, and the timeline after implementation beginning
on 1 January 2076.
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Figure 1. Timeline fo 2030

The timeline shows that there are processes which will impact the implementation,
monitoring and review of the UN 2030 Agenda. IFLA continues to engage with the
development of follow-up and review processes including:

Indicators'3

Indicators will be used to measure progress towards meeting the SDGs. To ensure
that governments are on track with meeting targets 16.10 (access to information),
11.4 (safeguarding cultural heritage) and 4c (universal literacy), IFLA has
contributed to consultations on appropriate indicators for access to information,
ICT, culture and literacy indicators. Refer to Appendix 4: Indicator proposals.
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High-Level Political Forum'

Progress towards meeting the SDGs will be monitored every year by the UN High-

Level Political Forum (HLPF), beginning in 2016. IFLA will follow this process and
engage in NN
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